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Pre-Math Skills
Improvements In Participating Preschool Age Children
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Learning Guidelines for Reading Readiness
Overview of Skills and Skill Attainment Criteria

Learning Guideline Reading
Readiness

Skill

Representative 
Activity

In order for children to hear the differences in letter sounds, 
they must first be able to listen.  Children must also learn to 
listen to and follow directions to be able to function in an 
elementary school setting.  Learning to listen is a reading 
readiness skill.

Listens to and 
follows 
directions

Related Skill At-
tainment

Criteria for Age 2

Related Skill At-
tainment

Criteria for Age 3

Related Skill At-
tainment

Criteria for Age 4

Skill One,
Activity One:
“Simon Says”

Child can follow 
one step directions.

Child can follow 
two step directions.

Child can follow 
three step directions.

Skill One,
Activity Two:
“This is the Way”
sung to the song 
“Mulberry Bush”

Child can repeat 
each action after 
watching caregiver 
perform the activity.

Child can perform 
action along with 
caregiver while 
caregiver sings and 
performs activities.

Child can perform 
actions independently 
without adult model.

Skill One,
Activity Three:
“Household Items in 
the Bag”

Child can put one 
item at a time in the 
bag and repeat name 
of item when 
supplied by cargiver.

Child can identify 
items independently 
as they are placed in 
the bag.

Child can find item 
in the room when 
asked by caregiver 
and put into the bag.

Children develop an awareness of language and print by first 
noticing it in their environment.  Children quickly learn to 
associate certain letters with specific places and things, such 
as restaurants, food packages, and familiar logos.  From this 
point, children learn to connect letters and words with spoken 
language.  The Nike symbol says “Just do it” and mouse ears 
mean Disney’s Mickey Mouse.

Recognizes
environmental 
print

Skill Two,
Activity One:
“Grocery Store 
Flyers”

Child can identify 
five common 
grocery store 
items from a 
grocery store food 
flyer.

Child can identify 
seven items from 
a grocery store 
food flyer and 
describe each 
of them in 6-8 
words.

Child can 
distinguish
between food and 
non-food items, 
describing each 
of them in 8 or 
more words.

Skill Two,
Activity Two:
“Traffic Signs”

Child can identify 
three common traffic 
signs presented to 
them and say their 
names.

Child can identify 
four common traffic 
signs presented to 
them, describing 
them in 6-8 words.

Child can identify five 
of six common traffic 
signs presented to 
them, describing each 
of them in 8 or more 
words.

Early childhood education professionals understand children are able to 
master increasingly complex levels of skill and knowledge by incorporating 
new learning into the skills and knowledge previously acquired – the process 
known as scaffolding.  

The Director Credential Training Program recognizes teachers and caregivers 
are also able to master increasingly complex levels of skill and knowledge when 
their continuing professional development builds on earlier learning.

TEACHER-CAREGIVER CURRICULA ALIGNED with
the CURRICULUM of the DIRECTOR CREDENTIAL

School Readiness Series 

 Creating a Home-Living Center to Support Reading, Writing, and Math Readiness

 Creating a Math Center for Math Readiness Skill Development

 Creating an Art Center for Writing Readiness Skill Development

 Creating a Print-Rich Environment to Support Reading Readiness Skill Development

Take Care of Me Series 
 
 Take Care of Me:  School-age 
 
 Take Care of Me:  Fours and Fives

 Take Care of Me:  Twos and Threes 

 Take Care of Me:  Toddlers 

 Take Care of Me:  Infants

Introduction to Professional Development 

 Required for Credentialed Directors before staff can attend 
 either the Take Care of Me or School Readiness series.

Introduction to Child Care 

 Enrollment open to the staff of all licensed child care programs.

Curriculum Consistant
Assessment Instruments

Curriculum Consistant
Early Learning Skill 
Assessment Instruments 
Aligned with Child 
Development Benchmarks

Child Development Benchmarks
from the Research Base of the 
Curriculum for the Director Credential

Impact of the Instructional Method on School Readiness

Source: Partners in Readiness, Impact Evaluation Data from 1999 Program Records, Mississippi Forum on Children & Families

Early Learning Guidelines 
Aligned with the Child 
Development Benchmarks

Early Learning Activities 
Aligned with the Early 
Learning Guidelines

1999 
First post-Credential training 
course is developed, Working 
with Parents in the Child 
Care Setting.

2001  
Introduction to Child Care, 
designed as risk-management 
training for directors without 
the Director Credential, is added 
to the training program.

Four School-Readiness courses, 
incorporating a training-of-trainers 
module, are developed for 
Credentialed Directors and opened 
to the teachers and caregivers 

The course proves so popular 
that Credentialed Directors begin 
enrolling the teachers and caregivers 
working in their centers.

2002 
Credentialed Directors are off ered 
Introduction to Professional Development, 
the adult education and observation 
assessment training embedded in 

the School Readiness series, as a 
separate course making it possible 
for more teachers and caregivers 
to attend the School Readiness 
training series.

Take Care of Me, a series of fi ve 
age-specific courses for teachers 
and caregivers, is developed and 
introduced after repeated requests 

attending with them — Creating 
a Print-Rich Environment to Support 
Reading Readiness Skill Develop-
ment; Creating a Home-Living Center 
to Support Reading, Writing and 

from Credentialed Directors 
for more aligned professional 
development opportunities.

Math  Readiness Skill Development; 
Creating a Math Center for Math 
Readiness Skill Development; and 
Creating an Art Center for Writing 
Readiness Skill Development.

 
2004 
On-site training and technical 
assistance introduced on a limited 
basis and includes a fi eld test of 
Trading Child Care Spaces.  

2003 
Positive Discipline in the Child Care 
Setting is developed and offered 
to Credentialed Directors and the 
teachers and caregivers working in 
their centers. 

Companion Teacher-Caregiver Timeline Chart

Instructional 
Method Shapes 
Developmentally 
Appropriate 
Practice 

The Offi ce for Children and Youth, Mississippi Department of Human Services, provides support for the Director Credential Training Program through a CCDF Quality Enhancement grant to the Mississippi Forum on Children & Families

I hear and I forget, I see, and I remember. I do, and I understand.
- Chinese Proverb

Developmental Benchmarks: Language Development (cont.) 

1 Year
12-24 mo

2 Year
24-36 mo

3 Year
36-48 mo

4 Year
48-60 mo

Responds to a simple question with 
“yes” or “no” and appropriate head 
movement. 3

Answers simple questions 
appropriately. 4

Repeatedly asks, “What’s that?” 3

Asks increasing numbers of 
questions, particularly about 
location and identity of objects 
and other people. 

Answers appropriately when asked 
what to do if tired, cold or hungry. 3

Responds correctly to “How” 
questions: “How do you brush 
your teeth?” 3

Enjoys rhymes and songs and tries to 
join in. 3

Sings songs and rhymes with adult. 1

Repeats favorite short songs. 4

Recites nursery rhymes, sings songs. 3 Recites and sings songs and rhymes. 3

Acts out familiar nursery rhyme or 
story. 4

Language Development Language Development Language Development Language Development

When asked will point to familiar 
persons, animals and toys. 3

Names 8 pictures. 2

Classifies pictures by pointing:  
“Point to all the animals.” 4

Realizes an action may lead to a
reaction. 4

Responds correctly to “If _____, 
what_____?” questions. 4

Relates cause to effect:  “If you 
Relates cause to effect:  “If you 
never brush your teeth, what will 
happen?” 3

Scribbles without control. 4

Uses controlled scribbling. 3 Understands the purpose of
writing. 3

Writes letters and words. 4

Begins to write mock letters (letter
like froms).

performs activities.performs activities.

Child can identify Child can identify 
items independently items independently 
as they are placed in as they are placed in 
the bag.the bag.

Child can find item Child can find item 
in the room when in the room when 
asked by caregiver asked by caregiver 
and put into the bag.and put into the bag.

Child can identify Child can identify 
seven items from seven items from 
a grocery store a grocery store 
food flyer and food flyer and 
describe each describe each 
of them in 6-8 of them in 6-8 
words.words.

Child can Child can 
distinguishdistinguish
between food and between food and 
non-food items, non-food items, 
describing each describing each 
of them in 8 or of them in 8 or 
more words.more words.

Child can identify Child can identify 
four common traffic four common traffic 
signs presented to signs presented to 
them, describing them, describing 
them in 6-8 words.them in 6-8 words.

Child can identify five Child can identify five 
of six common traffic of six common traffic 
signs presented to signs presented to 
them, describing each them, describing each 
of them in 8 or more of them in 8 or more 
words.words.

happen?”happen?”

Uses controlled scribbling. Uses controlled scribbling. 33 Understands the purpose ofUnderstands the purpose of
writing.writing.

Writes letters and words. Writes letters and words. 

Begins to write mock letters (letterBegins to write mock letters (letter
like froms).like froms).Skill Two:  Recognizes Environmental Print

Activity One:  Age 3 

You Say:

Skill Attainment Criteria:       Child can identify seven items from a grocery store food flyer and describe each of them in 6-8 words.

Needed Materials Criteria:    Grocery store food flyer

You Show and Do: Desired response: You need:

“____________ (child’s name)  
what is this food?” 

“What color is _____?” (repeat the 
name of the food)

“What shape is ______?” 
(repeat the name of the food)

“Great!”

Select a food item in the flyer.

Point to the food item each time a 
question is asked. 

Ask questions.

Child identifies the food by name 
and describes the color and shape of 
the food in 6-8 words.

Grocery store food flyer

 “What food is this?”

“Tell me about _____.” (repeat the 
name of the food)

“Have you ever tasted _____?” 
(repeat the name of the food)

“Very Good!”

Select another food item in the flyer.

Point to the food item each time a 
question is asked. 

Ask questions. 

Child identifies food and describes 
the taste in 6-8 words.

Grocery store food flyer


